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A Welcome to New Director Jason Carr
by Laura Emery, Field Editor 
 

When Jason Carr, Community 
Electric Cooperative’s (CEC) 
newest director, is asked what 

he appreciates most about his new role, 
there’s no hesitation. 

“The answer is right there in the name 
of the cooperative,” the 45-year-old says.  

It’s community, he explains. “I’ve only 
been to a few meetings and one event so 
far, but the way everyone greets and speaks 
to each other, and works together, reminds 
me of the values I grew up with.” 

Carr grew up in Suffolk, Va., to Payne 
and Peggy Carr. His father worked for a 
telephone company and his mother 
worked for a bank. He and his older 
brother, Ty, had an idyllic childhood.  

“I enjoyed growing up in Suffolk. It’s 
close to the ocean and I really enjoy the 
country life and being able to look out and 
see across open farmland,” he says.   

He attended Pfeiffer College for Division 
II lacrosse, and then transferred to Radford 
University to play Division I lacrosse. He 
earned his associate degree in police 
science with a minor in forensics from 
New River College. 

In December 1998, the Suffolk Police 
Department hired Carr and he served as a 

police officer for a month shy of 15 years. 
“I was a master police officer and was an 
evidence technician for most of my time 
with the police department, as well as a K-
9 handler,” he explains.  

Soon, police work began to take its toll. 
“I’d pretty much accomplished my goals 
with the police department after 15 years,” 
he says. “And, to be honest, working the 
street for 15 years kind of wore me out. So 
when my father-in-law asked if I would 
take over his small engine repair shop 
upon his retirement, it seemed like a no-
brainer.” 

It’s been five years since Carr took over 
Aswell’s Garage in Suffolk. “We’re a small 
engine repair shop, but we’re also a Stihl 
dealer. We also do warranty work on 
almost all the big brand names. I’m a 
certified Virginia state inspector,” he says.  

Carr and his wife, Amy, have two 
daughters – Alayna, 15, and Reagan, 10. 
Life in the Carr household is busy. When 
Carr isn’t working at the shop or attending 
a ballgame or a school function, he enjoys 
hunting, playing golf, repairing things and 
doing woodwork. “But, honestly, having 
two girls takes up a lot of my time,” he 
says with a laugh. Then he quickly adds, 
“In a good way, of course!”  

When it comes to serving the members 
of CEC as the director representing the 
Suffolk district, Carr says, “I’m the type of 
person where if I’m going to do something, 
I want to do it 100 percent. I want to be 
able to help out and lead through the 
cooperative’s board, but right now I feel 
like I’m at the back of the class. I want to 
get caught up quickly.” 

Says Steve Harmon, CEO of CEC, 
“Jason is a remarkable young man and we 
are very excited about his willingness to 

serve on our board. He brings additional 
insight and diversity to the table, along 
with an outstanding reputation within the 
community. His experience in operating 
his own business will no doubt be 
beneficial to our cooperative membership. 
He has already hit the ground running!” 

CEC is governed by a nine-member 
board of directors. The directors, who are 
all member-consumers of the cooperative, 
are elected by the membership at the 
annual meeting and serve three-year 
terms. Director elections are held each year 
at the annual meeting in August.  

Carr says he’s looking forward to 
learning new things and hopes that his 
knowledge of running a business will 
contribute to the important decisions the 
board of directors will make on behalf of 
the cooperative’s membership.  

He says, “I very much appreciate the 
opportunity to serve the members of 
CEC.” 

Jason Carr, CEC 
Director

Office Closures – January 1 & January 20
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Any high school or home-school 
senior graduating in the spring of 
2020, and whose primary 

residence is served by Community Electric 
Cooperative, is eligible to apply for a 
$1,000 scholarship to be applied to a two- 
or four-year college or trade school. The 
online application is posted at 
vmdaec.com/scholarship. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, Feb. 28, 2020.  
Scholarships are awarded by the Virginia, 
Maryland & Delaware Association of 
Electric Cooperatives’ (VMDAEC) 
Education Scholarship Foundation. An 
applicant must be entering his or her first 
semester at a postsecondary or 
technical/trade school in the fall of 2020 
and scholarship funds must be used 

towards tuition, student fees, room and 
board or textbooks.  

Please note that to be considered 
complete, SAT and/or ACT scores MUST 
come directly on an official College Board 
report and be uploaded into our 
application system. This information can 
be found on collegeboard.org and the ACT 
report can be found on act.org. Scores 
listed on transcripts do not qualify. If a 
student has taken the SAT more than once, 
he/she may take the best score from each 
test (“Super Score”), but both tests must 
be submitted in the package to qualify. The 
Scholarship Foundation’s board of 
directors will select recipients based on 
criteria including financial need, academic 
achievement and a student’s personal 
statement. Successful applicants will be 
notified no later than May 31, 2020. Since 

Apply Now for VMDAEC  
Education Scholarships 

Tidewater Energy Services (TES), a recognized leader in the 
emergency power generator services industry, today 
announced the company's complete rebranding in celebration 

of its 18th anniversary. 
Tidewater Energy Services has excelled in providing turnkey 

emergency power solutions to county, city, state, and private 
commercial facilities in the mid-Atlantic region of the United States.  
This core business segment remains strong with tremendous growth 
prospects. In addition, the energy industry is rapidly changing to 
present tremendous opportunities. TES is currently involved in 
solar farm development projects in the midwest and utility asset 
management projects on the west coast of the United States. 

“Our mission, from the start of TES, has always been to serve our 
customers by providing powerful, reliable energy solutions. We have 
built a management team that is focused on growing this concept 
into emerging energy-related and utility markets, as well as 
expanding across the United States,” says Steve Harmon, chief 
executive officer of TES. 

As a result of significant market research, TES has now become 
RECORE™. “We are excited to launch this new brand into the 
national energy industry as part of the growth strategy for this 
business entity. RECORE gives us a name that will grow into a 
recognized leader in several market segments,” says Daryl Walls, 
vice president of business development. 

One unique new area of focus for RECORE is in energy 
intelligence and resiliency through microgrid development and 
deployment. Another is providing complete turnkey engineering 

and asset management and deploying solutions. “The platforms and 
energy solutions we are developing, coupled with energy 
intelligence and management, we’re working toward redefining 
industry standards in asset management. This re-brand is essential 
to taking this message to the national marketplace,” said Jonathan 
Thompson, chief operations officer. 

The decision to change brand names is often difficult and 
requires a special understanding of the past, present, and future of 
the business segments within the marketplace. “Existing customers 
can expect to see the same premium products, service offerings and 
messaging, which will only be enhanced and expanded by 
RECORE’s growing national presence and partnerships in the 
energy industry,” said Jessica Parr, vice president of 
communications.   

This is an exciting time to be a leader in the energy industry.  
“The future for RECORE is bright, and we are ready to make it 
happen,” Harmon says.    

Please visit recore.energy to learn more about the energy 
solutions and services offered. 

RECORE is one of the nation’s recognized leaders in the energy 
industry providing premium, turn-key solutions for standby 
emergency power, resiliency through microgrids and energy 
intelligence, and utility scale engineering and asset management 
services. RECORE is committed to meeting your needs with 
unbeatable quality and reliability. Find out more about how 
RECORE can serve you, recore.energy. 

its inception in 2000, the Foundation has 
awarded 683 scholarships totaling $582,500. 
Donations to this program are welcome and 
are tax deductible. Questions about 
donations and the application process 
should be directed to Sam Brumberg via 
email at scholarship@vmdaec.com.  

Founded in 1944, VMDAEC is the trade 
association for Community Electric 
Cooperative and the 14 other not-for-profit 
electric distribution cooperatives serving the 
mid-Atlantic region. It is based in Glen 
Allen, Va., and provides safety and employee 
training, governmental relations and 
legislative and communications services, 
including the publishing of Cooperative 
Living magazine, for its member co-ops. 

Offering Reliable  
Energy SolutionsTES Is Now RECORE™ 
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12 states participated. Since then, thousands of high school 
students from electric co-ops in 47 states have gathered on 
Capitol Hill. 

The 2020 Tour 

After the Youth Tour Committee reviews applications, CEC 
will send emails to students who demonstrate an interest in 
history and government, in addition to leadership qualities and 

community involvement. These students 
along with more than 1,900 students 
nationwide, will meet congressional 
representatives; tour museums, historic 
sites, and memorials; and enjoy special 
events and entertainment.  

 
Students may also apply for NRECA’s 

Youth Leadership Council (YLC). They 
will be interviewed on the first day of 
Youth Tour. YLC selects one student 

representative from each state. Those students will be 
recognized during the tour on Youth Day and later will attend 
the 2021 NRECA Annual Meeting in San Diego, California.  
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Community Electric Cooperative (CEC) is now accepting 
applications for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) Youth Tour of Washington, D.C., 

June 21-25, 2020. Picture this: a free trip to Washington D.C., 
meeting over 1,000 other students, a tour of Capitol Hill, 
meeting congressional representatives, and so much more! All 
of this is available to three select high school students. All 
applicants must have their primary 
residence in CEC’s service territory 
and must also be a current public, 
private, or home-school 
sophomores or juniors in high 
school.  

 

What is Youth Tour? 

Youth Tour was inspired by Sen. 
Lyndon Baines Johnson when he 
addressed the NRECA Annual 
Meeting in 1957. The senator and future president declared, "If 
one thing goes out of this meeting, it will be sending youngsters 
to the national capital where they can actually see what the flag 
stands for and represents.” NRECA organized its first Youth 
Tour in 1964, and approximately 400 high school students from 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Visit https://comelec.coop/youth-tour or pick up an 
application at the office. Completed applications can be 
dropped off at the CEC office, faxed, emailed, or 
postmarked by the deadline, 5:00 p.m. on January 31, 
2020.  
 
Applications and letters of recommendation should be 
mailed to:  
CEC, Attn: Jessica Parr 
P.O. Box 267 
Windsor, VA 23487 

APPLY FOR CEC’s  
2020 YOUTH TOUR

To learn more about the  

2020 Youth Tour, visit https://comelec.coop/youth-tour. 

CEC’S 2019 YOUTH TOUR STUDENTS 

Ethan Willette, Isle of Wight Academy 

Kendall Pulley, Windsor High School 

Rachel Butler, Isle of Wight Academy
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