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A lways a lover of farming, J. R. Jones 
decided in October 2021 that 
tending to cows and farming the 

land needed his full-time attention. A� er 
19 years with Community Electric, Lead 
Lineman J. R. Jones le�  to go into business 
for himself. With the support of his father-
in-law and a friend, and a wife that helped 
dig peanuts this past fall, Jones is now a full-
time farmer, enjoying the weather no matter 
what time of year it is, and tending 
to whatever the farming needs dictate.

What does he miss since embarking on 
his new full-time farming career? Helping 
people. Jones, also a Windsor Volunteer 
� re� ghter, likes helping people in their time of need. He 
misses making repairs a� er a storm and seeing the lights 
come back on for co-op members. His many trips to aid 
other cooperatives, near and far, a� er disaster struck their 
system was not a burden but a joy for Jones. Leaving his family 
behind for those trips was not easy, but the rewards and 
friendships would last a lifetime. Going to an unfamiliar area 
and working alongside other co-op employees whom he didn’t 
know did not matter; his job was the same: get the lights back 
on; help people.

What is Jones not missing since leaving CEC?  Time with his 
family. On a recent day when snow was expected, Jones said he had 
spent the day readying all the toys for the snow. Spending a snow 
day with his 8-year-old son and 6-year-old daughter would be a 
� rst for J. R. Most of those days had been missed during his career 
at Community Electric because Jones went where he was needed 
and could help — no matter the weather.

Many thanks to J. R. for his dedicated service to Community 
Electric Cooperative’s members, and all good wishes for him and 
his family.

For Love of 
Farming

J. R. Jones

Don’t forget to spring forward on March 13! 
Set your clocks forward by one hour.

Daylight Saving Time Reminder
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LARGE 
TREE ZONE
Plant large trees (over 40 ft. 
when mature) at least 50 ft. away 
from power lines. 

MEDIUM 
TREE ZONE
Plant medium trees (under 
40 ft. when mature) at least 
25 ft. away from power 
lines.

LOW 
TREE ZONE
Avoid planting within 20 ft. of power lines. 
If planting is unavoidable, only plant shrubs 
and small trees that reach a mature height 
of 15 ft. or less.

Before you dig, call 811 to locate buried utility lines.Plant Trees Safely

50 ft. 60 ft. 70 ft.40 ft.

Maximum tree 
height 15 ft.

10 ft.4 ft.

40 ft. high or less

30 ft.20 ft.10 ft.0

when mature) at least 50 ft. away 
from power lines. 

Over 40 ft.

Keep shrubs at least 10 ft. away 
from transformer doors and 4 ft. 
away from the sides. 

CEC Employees Recognized for Years of Service

Community Electric Cooperative recognized employees for their continued service to the cooperative. The following employees pictured were 
presented awards for their years of service. From left, Rick Cohen, Meter and Apparatus Technician, 30 years; Tony Duck, Serviceman, 30 years; 
W.H. Holland, Serviceman First Class, 35 years; Debbie Joyner, Member Service Representative, 20 years;  Annette Dickey, Executive Assistant, 
30 years; Steve Harmon, President and CEO.
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